Flight School Training Section 2

Congratulations on completing section 1 of Flight School, you will now need to do section 2. This section will cover flight formations.

Difficulty: Flight School

Flying: NO

Lessons:

Now we are going to cover some different types of flight formations. I will describe each one to you, and also provide some simple diagrams on what they look like. I will cover a total of 8 formation, starting with the basic ones.

Formation 1: This is the In Trail formation (also called Line Astern). This is probably the easiest formation to do, since all you do is fly directly behind the person in front of you. But a disadvantage is that it doesn’t offer much for visibility, and also if the person in front of you is lagging and all of a sudden freezes theres a chance you might smash into him. Each persons job in this formation depends on what position he is, if he is in the front, he should keep a look out to the front of the formation, if he is in the back, he should keep a look out to the back of the formation, and finally if he is in the middle, he should keep a look out to the left and right of the formation. And if desired, the flight leader can have the pilots behind him go at a progressively higher or lower altitude of 10 feet at a time. Here is a diagram of a 5-plane formation, this is an above view, looking down on the formation, each number represents a plane, and there position in the flight:

1

2

3

4

5

Formation 2: Left Echelon. This formation is very similar to the In Trail, except this time the planes are aligned in a diagonal shape. The advantages of the formation is that this has less chance of a collision, and has good visibility for each plane. Disadvantages are that this formation is slightly harder to hold, since you have to come in from behind and to the left of the guy in front of you. This formation can have a varying altitude if the flight leader chooses. And another note is that there is an identical formation called the Right Echelon, where the planes are in a right diagonal instead. Below is a diagram of a 5-plane Left Echelon formation:
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Formation 3: The Wall (also called Line Abreast). This is the opposite of the In Trail formation. In this formation, all the planes are lined up side by side, at the same altitude. The flight leader will usually be the left most plane in the formation. Advantages are that this is a good attack formation to charge with, because you can probably overwhelm a number of enemy planes if you hold this formation. But disadvantages are that this is difficult to hold since you have to keep looking to your left to hold your formation with the other planes. This formation has the best visibility to the front and back of the formation, with the left and right most planes keeping a look out on the sides.  Here is a diagram of a 5-plane formation:
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Formation 4: Vee. This formation has a triangle like shape to it. This is sort of like combining the Left and Right Echelon formations into one formation. A Vee has a minimum and maximum of 3 planes in it. Advantages are that this offers good visibility, and is easy to maintain (as easy as the Echelon formations), and this also offers a good attack position. And disadvantages are that if you are the second or third plane in the formation, you may accidentally hit the other guy to your side. And the flight leader may chose to have positions 2 and 3 at a higher or lower altitude then him. Here is a diagram of a 3-plane formation:
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Formation 5: Fluid Four. This formation is almost exactly the same as a Vee, except this has 1 extra plane. The stats on this formation are the same as a Vee, except this accommodates an extra plane. Here is a diagram:
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Formation 6: Diamond. This is similar to the Fluid Four, except on this one the forth plane is instead behind the formation, making a Diamond shape. Advantages are that this is pretty easy to maintain, and the forth plane in the back of the formation offers some support, and this also has very good visibility.  Disadvantages are that the 4th plane may lose sight of the 2nd and 3rd , which can cause a collision. Here is a diagram:
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Formation 7: Wedge. Almost exactly the same as the Vee. Except on this one you can have a slightly larger formation, up to 5-planes. Below is a diagram:
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Formation 8: Vic. This is probably the largest formation you will have to use. A Vic is the same as a Wedge, except this can add more pairs of planes, up to a maximum of 11, and a minimum of 6 (any less it would be a Wedge). No diagram is offered, since it looks just the same as a Wedge, only with more pairs of planes behind it.

And congratulations, you have finished this lesson.

If you have any questions or comments, email Justin at mc13_8@yahoo.com.

Colonel Justin

Phantom Fighter’s Training Officer

